An important piece of the RNase P jigsaw solved.
RNase P is the ribonucleoprotein enzyme that generates the mature 5' ends of tRNAs throughout all three kingdoms of life. Long known to function as a ribozyme in bacteria and several archaea, it has remained unclear if eukaryal RNase P has entirely lost this RNA-alone catalytic capacity (i.e. the ability to perform catalysis even if the protein part of the enzyme is removed). This controversial debate has now ended after the recent demonstration that eukaryal RNase P also exhibits ribozyme activity.